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A Couple of Thoughts Regarding Advent 

 

Is it too early to talk about Advent? It kind of feels that way since it’s only the middle of 
September (as I write this). But the fact is, Advent will be here before we know it, as the saying 
goes, so now is probably a good time to begin talking about what’s coming down the road so 
that we can better prepare ourselves for it. 

I’d like to talk about two things. Both are important, so the order in which I bring them up do 
not reflect a priority. So allow me to flip a coin…. OK, I’ll start with the Advent Small Group 
Studies. 

I’m going to be encouraging everyone in the church—yes, everyone (as far as it’s possible)—
to participate in a short–term small group this Advent. We’ll be working out the logistical 
details very soon, but I wanted to “plant the seed” of the idea for your consideration now.  

The study is called Incarnation, and it’s written by Adam Hamilton, a respected United 
Methodist pastor and well-read author. He’s especially known for these short-term studies 
which have blessed thousands of Christians through the years. Each week, participants do two 
things: read one chapter of a short book and then join a group of others in a time of discussion 
based on that week’s reading. My sermon that Sunday will also reflect the general purpose and 
focus of the Incarnation study. More on our Advent Small Groups later.  

Also related to Advent is the question about worship, especially in regard to Christmas Eve. 
The two biggest questions are 1) will there be a Christmas Eve worship service? 2) If so, will it 
be the one we’re used to having?  

The answers to those questions are…it depends! The fact is, there’s a lot about the ongoing 
pandemic we can’t anticipate at this time; it’s simply too early to make detailed plans in regard 
to in-person Christmas Eve worship. While it’s possible that it might work out for us to safely 
gather en masse in the sanctuary on December 24, it’s also possible that between now and then 
the rate of positive COVID-19 cases could drastically increase, making it impossible for us to 
safely gather on Christmas Eve. 

But here’s what I promise you: we will offer some type of worship experience to help us 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. This may or may not happen on December 24. It may or may not 
involve being in the sanctuary or church building. It may or may not be a one-time event. 
Nevertheless, our commitment is to provide a way for you and your family—and maybe even a 
bunch of people who wouldn’t normally attend our Christmas Eve worship service—to 
observe and celebrate the incarnation of Christ. Whatever happens, let’s do our best to be open 
to the creative blowing of the Holy Spirit!  



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan 
Dale Chambers, friend of Roxanne O’Dell  
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and Marilyn 
  Vander Esch 
Carol DeLacy, friend of O’Dells 
Susan Gerrow 
Collette Gravel, sister-in-law of Pierrette and 
 Jim Thelander 
Suzanne Gray, friend of O’Dells 
Nancy & Alan Ische, friends of Joan Fleet 
Drew Jacobs  
Helen Jewell 
Cyndy Keesler, daughter of Alice Giese 
Connie LaFrance  
Val Maher & family, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Maryanne McNutt 
Ryker Meyette, nephew of Mary Daniels 
Chris Miciek, son of Tom Yuhasz 
Elliot Miciek, grandson of Tom Yuhasz 

Chip Milletics, friend of Bob and  
 Roxanne O’Dell  
Madi Neisen, great niece of Helen Jewell 
Tom Palmer, brother of Mary Daniels 
Eric Payton and family 
Sue Pettengill 
Ann Poirier, sister of Larry Osborn 
Tracy Porte, niece of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Paul & Barb Postill 
Larry Sanders, uncle of Carolyn Kaidan 
Joanne Schaefer 
Mark Scott, son of Mel and Ruth Ann Scott  
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Erika and John Staiger 
Julie & Sharon Staiger   
Donna Taylor 
Noreen Wager 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
Paul & Kathy Williams 
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 

Teachers and students at  
     College Brakeman in Haiti 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Ian, friend of Pam Ruehle  
Jenna and Kyle   
Diane, friend of Mary Daniels 
Melissa 
Henry and family 
James 
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
Greg and Terri 
Christina and Jazz 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Betty 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Major Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager,  
 grandson of Noreen Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (the Vinande’s son-in-law) 
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA  (son of Marcia Holdburg) 
Pvt Nathan Jett, stationed at Little Rock Air Force Base in Arkansas (grandson of AJ Bottrell) 
Sgt. Samantha Huhtala,  in the U.S. Marine Corps  
 Just returned home from active duty in the Middle East, granddaughter of  Rev. John and Karen Huhtala. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. Togba UMC, 
Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe District — Rev. Lawrence 
Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Nancy and Bill Kulman upon the passing of Nancy’s father, Michael Sutherland, on September 8 

Christian sympathy extended to 
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If you would like to be included on the 
weekly church email News to Share, 
please email the church office at 
phfumc@gmail.com or call   
 810/985-8107. 

UMW Mission Team Meeting  

Because of Covid-19, the UMW Mission team will meet for the rest of the year monthly 

and plan for 2021. We are thinking positively about our future and continuing to plan for 

the future, which is what we are told to do in the Bible.  

The need for mission work is even greater when disasters strike and we want to make a 

contribution when and where we can.  

The mission team’s next meeting will be Wednesday, October 7th at 11:00 a.m. Remember 

to only bring a bottle of water with you. No refreshments will be served and no papers will 

be handed out. Remember your masks. 

For all of our wonderful United Methodist Women, if there is something you would like to 

see us plan for in 2021, please contact one of the mission team so they can present it at the 

meeting. You will find all the mission team names in the UMW 2020 booklet on page 10.  

We are looking for volunteers to be lay readers. Volunteers would read 
the scripture, call to worship and gathering prayers during the worship 
service on a scheduled Sunday morning.  The schedule for lay readers 
is planned in advance and the bulletin will be provided to you during 
the week before you are scheduled. 
 
If you are interested, please call Debbie Lobb at 810/357-6655 and 
leave a message. 



 

 

ATTENTION EVERYONE: 
 

FROM THE UMW MISSION TEAM 
 

2020 has thrown a curve ball at all of us.  COVID-19 has made it impossible for us to hold our usual 
fund raisers of two rummage sales and two pie sales.  These fundraisers are our main source of 
income that enables us to fulfill our mission giving to the UMW Global Missions, Local Church and 
Community Missions and also our Membership Development and programs. 
 

At the beginning of each year we set a budget, which has averaged about $8,000 a year.  In the past 
three years we have been blessed with our fund raisers to even go above and beyond the budget in 
our mission giving.  Our two rummage sales and apple pie sales averaged in those same three years 
about $7,200, which one can see is 90% of our budget.  The cherry pie project is not part of our 
budget but 100% of the profit goes directly to our church. 
 

The mission team met recently to discuss our realistic goals for the balance of this year. We feel we 
will not be meeting as a unit for the remainder of this year.  Because of that we have made major 
adjustments in the budget.  The missions we support are also hurting.  We felt we could not ignore 
that obvious fact.  This is where we are asking for your help. 
 

IF YOU HAVE EVER HELPED WITH RUMMAGE SALES, PURCHASED FROM THESE 
SALES, HELPED IN PIE MAKING OR BOUGHT THOSE DELICIOUS PIES, STOP AND 
THINK! What was that worth to you?  How can you help us fulfill our mission goals?  If you feel 
led to send a monetary gift to the UMW, it would be greatly appreciated.  If you have another gift to 
share like baking and selling your own pies, meals, etc., sewing project like masks…anything, these 
too are ideas.  The profits you receive could be your gift. 
 

We thank you in advance for your consideration and your gifts.  You can send it to the attention of 
Kathy Kelly, treasurer of our UMW.  PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN or UMW.  Send to 6027 Jeddo Rd,  Jeddo MI  48032 
 

God’s Blessings Be Upon You, 
Joan Fleet, President 

Kathy Kelly, Treasurer 

And the rest of the 2020 UMW Mission Team 
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Books, Needles and Chatter will resume on the  2nd and 4th weeks of 
the month at 10 am.  If it is nice out we will meet outside and if not we 
will meet in the gathering space.  If inside, we will wear masks and 
wipe off anything we touch.  If outside, we will bring our own chairs and 
sit under the portico.   

Parent/Guardians – If you would like your child to be a part of the Port 
Huron United Methodist Church Sunday School Google Classroom 
please email Tara at tarmstrong23@liberty.edu or contact the church 
office.  In the Google Classroom, there are videos of the lessons for 
the week, songs and other activities for the children. 

You are invited to an Evening with Faith Fowler 
 
On Tuesday September 29th at 6:30 PM, our church will host Rev. Faith Fowler, 
pastor of Cass UMC and executive director of Cass Community Social Services 
(CCSS). Rev. Fowler and friends will be completing a Bike Ride Across Michigan, a 
fund raiser to support the ministries of Cass Community. Rev. Fowler will update 
us on the happenings of Cass. If you haven’t heard Rev. Fowler speak, this is an 
opportunity not to be missed. She is a dynamic speaker and shares her passion 
for helping others in an authentic way. A free will offering will be taken to 
support the ministries of Cass. For more information about CCSS you can visit 
their website https://casscommunity.org/ This is truly a don’t miss opportunity. 
See you there. 

The Youth Group is meeting on Sunday, September 20, from 11:30 to 2 pm at 
Pine Grove Park  planning meetings for the year.   
 
Tentative calendar 
 
October 4   Youth   
October 11  no Youth   
October 18  Youth    
October 25  Youth 
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AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon 

that lets customers enjoy the same wide 

selection of products, low prices, and convenient 

shopping features as on Amazon.com.  The 

difference is that when customers shop at 

smile.amazon.com, the AmazonSmile 

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price of eligible items to the charitable 

organization as selected by the customer. 

First United Methodist Church is a registered 

participant in AmazonSmile.  When making 

purchases from Amazon, please consider 

participating in smile.amazon.com and 

supporting First United Methodist Church. The 

following website address will link  directly to 

smile.amazon.com in support of First UMC.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1474920 

The deadline for the November 2020 Tower 
Chimes is:  Thursday, October 8.  Please 
submit articles to the church office to 
be included in the next  issue.  
Everyone is interested in your news 
and needs your committee 
information. 

Parking Lot Church will be available for all 

who wish to participate. From the safety of 

your own car join others in the church parking 

lot and tune in to the worship service at 

WPHM 1380 AM. Enjoy the company of 

others from a safe distance. 
 
  

In person worship has resumed and we are asking that you RSVP 
(“Savior” seat, make a reservation, hold a seat, the choice of words is 
yours) each week in order to maintain a 50-person limit.  You may 
reserve your spot through an email link that will be sent on Mondays, on 
the church website phfumc.org or call the church office at 985-8107.   We 
look forward to seeing you! 
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Mid-City Nutrition SOUP KITCHEN 

 

  

VOLUNTEER Information 

Some things have changed at the Soup Kitchen and some things have 

stayed the same: 

Changes: 

 Meals are not being served in the basement dining area, but are being 

distributed as take-out meals at the front door. 

 Volunteers work downstairs packing meals; there are usually less than 

10 people working at a time, between staff and volunteers. 

 Volunteers have a choice to distribute meals at the door if they choose 

to or not; generally, only two people are needed for meal distribution. 

 All volunteers must wear a mask that covers both the nose and the 

mouth. 

 

Unchanged: 

 Please contact Kathy Slumpff if you would like to volunteer 810-966-

5221 or 810-300-2390. She would appreciate *a call one week before 

your volunteer day, so she knows how many volunteers to expect and 

can call “the kitchen” with a count. 

 3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *1st Wednesday of each month 

arrive at 2:45 p.m. 

 3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *3rd Friday of each month arrive at 

2:45 p.m. 

 

MANY THANKS to everyone who volunteers…as the Soup Kitchen’s motto 

goes… 

 

“Fill a stomach, feed a soul.” 

This Photo by 
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 A NOTE TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

I wish to thank Pastor Hart, the staff, and the 
congregation for their kind support during my 
recent surgery and recovery.  Judi and I hope to be 
back with you as soon as God is willing. 
 

Blessings to all, 
Bob Kuschel 
 

Dear Church, 
 
Paul and I would like to thank each and everyone 
of you for your wonderful support, while we face 
this challenge that we are going through.  
  
God is so good and we are so blessed to belong to 
this wonderful church family. 
 
Whether through your prayers, cards, gifts of food, 
flowers, or something to hug, we have been 
showered with love. 
 
Everyone has so graciously offered to do anything 
we need and believe me, we will take you up on 
those offers if or when a need arises. 
 
We want you to know that we can actually feel the 
prayers surrounding us whenever we get scared 
about the future. We have become closer to God 
through 
this trial and we truly live day-by-day praising 
God for all the blessings he bestows on us. 
 
So even though we are more separated physically 
during this pandemic that seems to not be going 
away, we are more connected spiritually through 
prayer and all the creative ways God shows us to 
reach out and care for others. 
 
Love, 
Barb and Paul Postill 
 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  Any 
size gift may be made as an endowment.  
You may give it now, or as a Memorial for 
a loved one or as part of your Estate Plan. 

Thank you to those who have supported the Radio 
and Flower ministry:  
 
Radio 
9-06-20  In memory of John & Ina Stein and  
   John Stein, Jr. from Tom & Kathy Stein and  
    Family 
 
9-13-20  In memory of Bob Schlitts 
    From Ann Schlitts and family 
 
9-20-20  In memory of Floyd and Lucile Ogden’s 
   Wedding anniversary by the family 
   
 
Flowers 
 
9-06-20  In honor of Matthew Fetterly’s 18th  
    birthday by Joe and Liz Fetterly 
 
9-13-20  In memory of Kay Yuhasz and their  
   wedding anniversary on Sept. 14 by Tom Yuhasz 
 
9-20-20  In memory of Floyd and Lucile Ogden’s 
    Wedding anniversary by the family 
 
9-27-20  In thanks for Pastor Drew and Caroline 
    From the congregation 
 

To our church friends. 
 
Than you so much for the cards, the 
visits, the calls during John’s illness.  He 
didn’t remember who you were, but you 
came and called anyway.  Thank you. 
 
Love and prayers, 
Jeanne Martens and family 



 

 

During these uncertain times the mission and ministry at 
First United Methodist Church continues to carry on in 
many wonderful ways: 
 
 
* The Red Food Pantry is active 
* Volunteers monitor the church building and grounds daily 
* Sunday worship service is broadcast on WPHM 1380AM 
* Sunday school packets are delivered to each youth 
* Daily devotions and weekly Bible study on Facebook 
* Ministry commitments continue to be funded 
* Support continues for our local Soup Kitchen  

While in-person gathering for worship is restricted to 50 
worshipers, First United Methodist Church will be offering 
daily devotions live on Facebook at 9 a.m.  All are 
welcome! 
 
Monday ~ Tara Armstrong 
Tuesday ~ Barb Hurd, Lay Leader 
Wednesday ~ Pastor Drew Hart  
Thursday ~ Barb Hurd, Lay Leader 
Saturday ~ Bruce Hurd, Lay Servant 
 
They are also posted to the Facebook timeline.    

IN LOVING MEMORY OF LARRY ARNOLD 
 
Bernie & Jeannine Schneider 
Joan Fleet 
Brenda Wheatley 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF LIZ BELL 
 
Richard & Delores Harju 
Alice Giese 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOHN MARTENS 
 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Dr. Neal & Chris Obermyer 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JUNE HITCHINGS 
 
Joan Stephens 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF LINDA OSBORN 
 
Brian & Barb Winters 
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Job Posting 
 
Port Huron First UMC is 
accepting applications for a 
Director of Youth Ministries.  
This position is a half-time salaried position 
to begin September 1, 2020.  The successful 
candidate will demonstrate personal faith in 
Jesus Christ, will have experience working 
with youth, familiarity with the issues facing 
young people and their families, and be 
willing to work as part of a team.  This 
position will lead a team of volunteer youth 
counselors.  To request a current job 
description, or to apply, interested persons 
should send a cover letter and resume to 
jwardx4@aol.com. 

World Communion Sunday 
October 4, 2020 

 
Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified 
people face financial obstacles that hinder them from 
preparing for the vocation God has given them, 
especially youth and young adults. For ethnic students 
who will be the first generation in their families to 
attend college, or for those people of color who 
haven’t historically had access to resources that make 
higher education possible, the road toward education 
has often been unwieldy. 

What would it look like if the church today imitated 
Jesus’ affirmation of the full dignity and God-given 
potential of all women and men—especially those 
who’ve historically been assigned to the world’s 
margins? On World Communion Sunday your giving 
helps to provide scholarships for national and 
international graduate students whom God has gifted 
to learn and to serve. 
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Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet 
WPHM now offers a listen live option via the Internet.  You can listen to our 9:30 service via your computer 
no matter where you are.  To use this service go to www.wphm.net.  At the top of the page will be a box with 
a large red arrow and the words Listen Live.  Click on the red arrow.  You will be able to hear the radio 
broadcast.  This option allows our snowbirds and travelers to stay connected to FUMC  Please consider 
taking advantage of this wonderful option.   
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 1—Courtney Curtiss 
 1—Hailey Curtiss 
 2—Linda Klaas 
 2—Aiden Carrier 
 4—Helen Jewell 
 4—Alfred Gorinac 
 5—Trent Ward 
 6—Sheila Hisscock 
 6—Avery Greene 
 7—Emily Tseng Henry 
 11—Bob Bernum 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

12—Alice Giese 
13—Chuck Clark 
13—Laura Anderson Ferguson 
13—Robert Sult 
14—Jack Hess 
14—Emma Repp 
14—Barb Hlavaty 
15—Zachary Jones 
16—Dan Hoetger 
16—Harold Cook 
17—Gavin Ward 
 

17—Jeffrey Fogal 
18—Jerald McCoy 
20—Susan McFadden 
20—Bill Kulman 
20—Bill Wright 
22—Melanie Masters 
23—Bev Bernum 
23—Tom Stein 
25—Chuck Jacobs 
25—Reese Sloan 
26—Sara Carr 

26—Carol Rock 
26—Jacqueline Jamison 
27—Lincoln Howard 
28—John Parent 
29—Brenda Wheatley 
31—Mikhail Emelianov 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

   3—Sid and Connie LaFrance 
 12—Robert & Sandy Ennest 
 15—Russ & Charlene Anglebrandt 
 15—Scott and Christine McNutt 
 18—Marvin & Nancy Warren 
 21—Jim & Dana Fogal 
 25—Jerry & Jennifer Ward 
 26—Shelley & Jim Voss 
 29—Glen and Sue Christensen 
 30—Dave & Christina Moore 


