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Why Stewardship Talk is a Good Thing 

What topic do you suppose most people would rather their pastor not talk about from the pulpit? If you said 

money, you’d probably be in good company. Based on articles I’ve read through the years, preaching about 

money and giving is rarely met with great enthusiasm on the part of the congregation. When the pastor 

shares that an upcoming stewardship campaign will include a multi-part sermon series on giving, it’s probably 

not going to result in exclamations of “Thank you, Jesus!” from the pews. In fact, some of you reading this 

now have already begun reading between the lines and are even now emotionally bracing yourselves for what 

is likely to follow in the remainder of this article! 

Well, it is that time of year when most congregations run their annual stewardship campaign, including ours. 

Because this will be our initial venture together around the topic of financial stewardship, I want to share with 

you a few important principles that guide how I talk about it. This won’t be an exhaustive list, but it’ll at least 

lay a foundation for what you can expect from me as we address this important spiritual issue. 

First, and most importantly, I believe giving is a spiritual matter. Our attitudes and beliefs about giving are a 

good indicator of where we are in our walk of faith. In fact, I’m so certain of this that I’m willing to state that 

one of the surest signs of spiritual maturity is the desire to give more of oneself for the sake of the Kingdom 

of God. As one’s faith grows deeper, they’re bothered less and less by sermons about money and giving. This 

is not to suggest that the level of one's giving is automatically a sign of one’s spiritual maturity. We know this 

from what Jesus says in Mark 12:41-44 (the story of the widow's offering). However, if one’s usual response to 

the topic of giving is negative, there’s a good chance that’s an area of spiritual immaturity in their life. The 

good news, of course, is that growing in that area of the spirit is very possible. 

Second, and almost a kind of corollary to the previous point, when I talk about giving, and in particular, 

financial giving, it is never—I repeat, never—for the purpose of funding a church budget. I’m aware that there 

are clergy who, when preaching on stewardship, speak in terms of the needs of the church (“We need…”) as 

though the purpose of giving is to ensure the survival of that local church. No! I will never ask you to give for 

the sake of the so-called ‘needs' of our church. It will never be so that we can meet the ‘needs’ of our budget. 

On the other hand, what I will encourage you to do is to give for the purpose of funding ministry that this 

church is committed to doing. When I ask you to prayerfully consider your level of financial support, it’s 

always for the purpose of doing ministry and living into our mission. 

There are other important principles that drive my beliefs around stewardship, but those are probably my top 

two. I look forward to sharing those other principles with you during our…you got it, upcoming stewardship 

campaign. 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and Marilyn 
  Vander Esch 
Susan Gerrow 
Collette Gravel, sister-in-law of Pierrette and 
 Jim Thelander 
Suzanne Gray, friend of O’Dells 
Joe Higgins, nephew of Bob & Carol Kandell 
Nancy & Alan Ische, friends of Joan Fleet 
Drew Jacobs  
Helen Jewell 
Amy Kandell, daughter-in-law of Bob &  
 Carol Kandell 
Cyndy Keesler, daughter of Alice Giese 
Connie LaFrance  
Val Maher & family, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Maryanne McNutt 
Ryker Meyette, nephew of Mary Daniels 
Chris Miciek, son of Tom Yuhasz 
Elliot Miciek, grandson of Tom Yuhasz 

Chip Milletics, friend of Bob and  
 Roxanne O’Dell  
Madi Neisen, great niece of Helen Jewell 
Tom Palmer, brother of Mary Daniels 
Eric Payton and family 
Sue Pettengill 
Ann Poirier, sister of Larry Osborn 
Tracy Porte, niece of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Paul Postill & Barb Postill 
Larry Sanders, uncle of Carolyn Kaidan 
Joanne Schaefer 
Kim Schultz, niece  of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Mark Scott, son of Mel and Ruth Ann Scott  
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Erika and John Staiger 
Julie & Sharon Staiger   
Donna Taylor 
Noreen Wager 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
Paul & Kathy Williams 
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 

Teachers and students at  
     College Brakeman in Haiti 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Ian, friend of Pam Ruehle  
Jenna and Kyle   
Diane, friend of Mary Daniels 
Melissa 
Henry and family 
James 
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
Greg and Terri 
Christina and Jazz 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Betty 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Major Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager,  
 grandson of Noreen Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (the Vinande’s son-in-law) 
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA  (son of Marcia Holdburg) 
Pvt Nathan Jett, stationed at Little Rock Air Force Base in Arkansas (grandson of AJ Bottrell) 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. Togba UMC, 
Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe District — Rev. Lawrence 
Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Bob and Roxanne O’Dell on the passing of Roxanne’s brother, Clifford Schultz, on September 20. 
 
Jim Bartley on the passing of his aunt, Ruth Curtis, on October 3. 

Christian sympathy extended to 
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Last Wednesday, October 7th, at a special meeting with the UMW 2020 Missions Team, we 
honored Edna Foss, Alice Giese, and Jenella Smith-Emelianov for their determination, faith, love, 
and leadership as strong UMW women.  Their participation dates back far into the 1950’s and 
probably earlier than that.   
 
Originally on March 22nd at the 9:30 church services, these three women would have received 
recognition by the congregation, but as we all know, the services were cancelled due to the 
pandemic. 
 
Thanks again, Edna, Alice and Jenella for your commitment to UMW and showing us what the true 
meaning of “Loving our Heavenly Father” is all about. 

On November 10th at 1pm, the United Methodist Women will meet in Wesley Hall to vote on and install the 
2021 UMW Executive Team.  The nominating committee have once again submitted an outstanding slate of 
Officers. 
 
This meeting will include all UMW from FUMC and we look forward to seeing many familiar faces.  We will 
follow all the social distancing guidelines that are in place for FUMC and masks will be mandatory. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or leave a message and I will return your call.  My 
number is 810-937-5505. 
 
Respectfully,  
Joan Fleet and the Executive Team of 2020 
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ATTENTION EVERYONE:   FROM THE UMW MISSION TEAM 
 
In last month’s Tower Chimes, we put out a plea for help fulfilling our UMW 2020 pledge.  We wish to thank 
the many who have sent money towards this.  It is greatly appreciated.  In fact, we have been able to fulfill 
some of our original pledges due to your gifts. 
 
COVID-19 has made it impossible for us to hold our usual fund raisers of two rummage sales and two pie sales.  
These fundraisers are our main source of income that enables us to fulfill our mission giving to the UMW 
Global Missions, Local Church and Community Missions and also our Membership Development and 
programs. 
 
As we stated last month, IF YOU HAVE EVER HELPED WITH RUMMAGE SALES, PURCHASED 
FROM THESE SALES, HELPED IN PIE MAKING OR BOUGHT THOSE DELICIOUS PIES, STOP 
AND THINK! What was that worth to you?  How can you help us further fulfill our mission goals?  If you feel 
led to send a monetary gift to the UMW, it is never too late. 
 
We thank you in advance for your consideration and your gifts.  You can send it to the attention of Kathy Kelly, 
treasurer of our UMW.  PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO UNITED METHODIST WOMEN or 
UMW.  Send to 6027 Jeddo Rd,  Jeddo MI  48032 
 
God’s Blessings Be Upon You, 
 
Joan Fleet, President 

Kathy Kelly, Treasurer 

And the rest of the 2020 UMW Mission Team 
 

Prayer List in Tower Chimes   
 

The time has come to update the prayer list that is found in the Tower 
Chimes.  All names currently listed will be removed in December. If you 
would like your name or the name of a loved one to remain on the list 
please contact the office by December 7. 

If you would like to be included on the weekly church 
email News to Share, please email the church office at 
phfumc@gmail.com or call   
 810/985-8107. 
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Parent/Guardians – If you would like your child to be a part of the Port Huron 
United Methodist Church Sunday School Google Classroom please email 
Tara at tarmstrong23@liberty.edu or contact the church office.  In the Google 
Classroom, there are videos of the lessons for the week, songs and other 
activities for the children. 

Sunday School is returning! 
Tara is very excited to let everyone know that we will be starting Sunday School on October 18th!  
There will be a sign up on our website phfumc.org or call in just like you would for attending service.  
The children will be required to wear a mask and will have all of their own labeled supplies.  Please have 
one person drop off and pick p your child from their Sunday School room.  You will be directed where 
to go when you arrive.  High School and Middle School will be together in the youth room for now and 
Pre-k through 5th will either be in Wesley Hall or the Cinema room depending on how many children 
we have.  We will be delivering Sunday School bags based upon request at this time.  If you do not plan 
on attending Sunday School but would still like to have a Sunday School bag, please contact Tara 
Armstrong to make sure that a bag is delivered to you! 

We are looking for volunteers to be lay readers. Volunteers would read the 
scripture, call to worship and gathering prayers during the worship service 
on a scheduled Sunday morning.  The schedule for lay readers is planned 
in advance and the bulletin will be provided to you during the week before 
you are scheduled. 
 

If you are interested, please call Debbie Lobb at 810/357-6655 and leave a 
message. 

Remember to set your clocks back one 
hour. 

The Church office will be closed 
 
November 26-27, 2020  
December 24-25, 2020 
December 31, 2020 close at noon 
January 1, 2021 

Port Huron First UMC is accepting applications for a Director of Youth 
Ministries.  This position is a half-time salaried position to begin September 
1, 2020.  The successful candidate will demonstrate personal faith in Jesus 
Christ, will have experience working with youth, familiarity with the issues 
facing young people and their families, and be willing to work as part of a 
team.  This position will lead a team of volunteer youth counselors.  To 
request a current job description, or to apply, interested persons should send 
a cover letter and resume to jwardx4@aol.com. 
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The deadline for the December 
2020 Tower Chimes is:  Thursday, 
November 12.  Please submit 
articles to the church office to be 
included in the next  issue.  
Everyone is interested in your news 
and needs your committee information. 

Parking Lot Church will be available for all 

who wish to participate. From the safety of 

your own car join others in the church parking 

lot and tune in to the worship service at 

WPHM 1380 AM. Enjoy the company of 

others from a safe distance. 
 

  

In person worship has resumed and we are 
asking that you RSVP (“Savior” seat, 
make a reservation, hold a seat, the choice 
of words is yours) each week in order to 
maintain a 50-person limit.  You may 
reserve your spot through an email link 
that will be sent on Mondays, on the 
church website phfumc.org or call the 
church office at 985-8107.   We look 
forward to seeing you! 

Advent season is nearly here and it will be time to decorate the church.  The 
Hanging of the Greens will take place on Monday, November 23 from 10 to 12, 
and Tuesday, November 24, if needed.  Many hands make light work, so please 
join us in this festive fellowship to decorate the church. 

  
Sunday December 13 at 1:00  Christmas Caroling in the neighborhood.  (weather permitting) 
 
Sunday December 20 at 2:00  Blue Christmas Service - a service of acknowledgement and comfort open to all 
who find the Christmas season difficult. 
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OctOber 31 
5:30—7:00 p.m. 

 

Come and join the fun! 
We’re looking for people to join us in the church parking 

lot on Halloween who will decorate their vehicle with fun 

Halloween décor and bring candy to give out. 
 

Here are a few fun ideas to safely hand out your goodies: 

 Dryer tube, PVC pipe, rain gutter 

 Claw grabber 

 Hung on a clothesline 

 Think of your own! 
 

So that we have an idea of how many vehicle stations 

to prepare, please either call the church office or  

reserve your space below by October 28. 
 

Unable to join us?  We’re having Candy Drives/Drop Off 

on the following days: 

Sunday, October 11, 18, 25 from 9:30—11 a.m. 

October 21 & 28 from 10 a.m. to Noon 

Or drop off in the Church office  

during the week. 
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United Methodist Student Sunday 
November 29, 2020 

 
When you give, you help provide for over 70 
scholarships available for United Methodist 
students to further their education and enrich the 
life of the Church.  The fund is administered by 
the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry.  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JUNE HITCHINGS 
 
Rev. John and Karen Huhtala 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOHN MARTENS 
 
Rev. John and Karen Huhtala 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF RUTH CURTIS 
 
Rev. John and Karen Huhtala 
 
 

On November 1, we will celebrate All Saints’ 
Sunday.  In this special worship we remember 
those from our Christian community, our 
family and our friends who have died in the 
past year, and lift their names before God.  The 
names of members and constituents whom we 
have lost this year will be read and a candle 
will be lit in their memory.    

Sgt. Samantha Huhtala is out of the U.S. Marine 
Corps after 5 years.  She has completed her 
enlistment and is going to college now.  Samantha 
is the granddaughter of  Rev. John and Karen 
Huhtala.  They appreciate all the thoughts and 
prayers. 

Congratulation to Sarah and 
Cody Carlson on the birth of 
their daughter, Cali Mae Carlson, 
on September 29, 2020.  Proud 
grandmother is Vicky Marigold 
and great-grandmother is Gen 
Johnston. 

The next Noisy Offering 
will take place on Sunday, 
November 29, and will 
benefit the Free Store. 

Thank you to those who have supported the Radio 
and Flower ministry:  
 
    
Flowers 
 
10-04-20  In loving memory of Nancy’s aunt,  
 Kay Zuehlke, by Tom and Nancy Smith 
 
10-11-20  In loving memory of J. D. and Matt Fleet 
 by Joan Fleet 
 
10-18-20  In loving memory of Julie Hayes from the 
 Timm family 
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As November approaches, our thoughts turn to Thanksgiving. Psalms 106:1 says “Praise the 
LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” This November 
let’s make thanking the Lord a daily practice and combine our thanks for the many blessings 
we have received with helping those who are hungry. During this season of abundance 
please consider donating food to be used in the Red Food Pantry. Below find a list of sug-
gested items.  Each day add an item to a box or bag. As you add the item Thank God for a 
blessing He has given you.   
 
Two drop-off opportunities will be available. On Sunday November 22 you may bring the 
items to church before the worship service or immediately after service.  Someone will also 
be available Monday November 23 between 10 and 12 to take the food items.   

November 1- box of cereal 
November 2- peanut butter 
November 3- stuffing mix 
November 4- boxed potatoes 
November 5- macaroni and cheese 
November 6- canned fruit 
November 7- canned tomatoes 
November 8- canned meat (tuna or chicken breast) 
November 9- canned pasta (spaghettios, ravioli) 
November 10- applesauce (no glass jars please) 
November 11- pancake mix 
November 12- pancake syrup 
November 13- canned beans 
November 14- box of crackers or package of cookies 
November 15- package of rice 
November 16- package of oatmeal 
November 17- package of pasta 
November 18- spaghetti sauce (no glass jars please) 
November 19- canned soup/ramen noodles 
November 20- canned veggies 
November 21-toaster treats (pop tarts) 
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The Sunday worship service is now  
livestreamed on Facebook each week.   You 
can also watch on phfumc.org. 

Share Thanksgiving With Our Neighbors 

Our church has been blessed with much and in gratitude for these many 
blessings, we want to share with others. 

On Sunday November 22 at noon our church will provide 100 sack lunches 
to the people in our neighborhood.  The lunch will consist of a turkey 
sandwich, chips, a fruit cup, and a sweet treat.  We also will provide an 
opportunity for people to request prayer-either by putting a prayer request 
in a box or meeting with someone who will pray with them. 

Help is needed to make this happen.  Three or four people are needed to 
assemble the lunches.  Masks and gloves will be worn.  Lunches will be 
distributed outside by placing them on tables and allowing our neighbors to pick them 
up.  Help is needed to supervise this process.   

Two or three people are needed to be available should someone request in-person prayer, 
and people are needed to pray for the requests that are placed in the box.   

If you wish to help in any of this, please contact Bruce or Barb Hurd.   

The Annual Coats for Kids has been cancelled for this year. 
 
The United Methodist Men will support the Salvation Army’s 
Christmas Giving Campaign this year for children in need.   
 
Donations will be appreciated.  Please designate UMM on your 
check. 

The Missions Committee is looking for 20-30 volunteers for Saturday 
November 7th at 9am. We will be doing a neighborhood outreach by raking 
leaves for some of our neighbors near the church. We are looking for a 2 hour 
commitment that morning. If you would like to help please contact Bruce 
Hurd at 810 987-9782 or email at clawstech@yahoo.com. 



 

 

Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet 
WPHM offers a listen live option via the Internet.  You can listen to our 9:30 service via your computer no 
matter where you are.  To use this service go to www.wphm.net.  At the top of the page will be a box with a 
large red arrow and the words Listen Live.  Click on the red arrow.  You will be able to hear the radio 
broadcast.  This option allows our snowbirds and travelers to stay connected to FUMC  Please consider 
taking advantage of this wonderful option.   

First United Methodist Church            Page 12                                  November 2020 

 1—Judy Redmond 
 1—Jeff Parent 
 1—Dan Langolf 
 2—Arlene Douvas 
 3—Ellen Petho 
 3—Julie Staiger 
 5—Michelle Howard 
 5—Rachel Kulman 
 5—Matt Mapley 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 5—Brett Parent 
 6—David Lohr, Sr. 
 7—Caroline Hart 
11—John Huhtala 
12—Jeannine Schneider 
12—Caleb Gangwer 
12—Chase Stone 
13—Pat Dunn 
15—Brian Maxwell 
 

17—William Balkwill 
17—William W. Wager 
18—Christine Moore 
20—Mike McBryar 
21—Glen Christensen 
21—Ed Gerrow 
22—Dana Osmer 
23—Douglas Bell 
23—Ann Jacobs 
  
 

25—Sue Pettengill 
25—Emma Grace Lomasney 
27—Susan Gerrow 
27—Ann London 
28—Joan Stephens 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

10—John and Valerie McClellan 
10—Tyler and Emily Henry 
12—Jeff and Ashley Fogal 
14—John and Barb Hlavaty 
16—Tim & Judy Redmond 
21—Doug & Michelle Howard 


