
September 13, 2020 Bulletin 
 

Important Note to the Congregation 

Welcome back! It is good to be together again, isn’t it? While it feels good to worship alongside friends 
once again, it is important to remember that things will not be “normal” for quite some time. Until then, 
we appreciate your patience and willingness to “roll with the punches.” Because your well-being is our #1 
commitment, the following COVID-19 safety protocols have been implemented for our Sunday worship. 

1. Attendance is limited to a maximum of 50 worshipers at any given service. If we find we need to 
add another service, we will do so.  

2. Worshipers are required to “Savior Seat” (save your seat) during the week leading up to the 
service. This can be done either online (www.phfumc.org) or by calling the church office. 

3. Every person attending the indoors in-person worship is required to wear a face covering/mask. 
The church will provide a disposable facemask for anyone who does not have one.  

4. Upon entering the building, everyone will be asked to sanitize their hands, after which they will be 
directed to one of the outside aisles for immediate seating.  

5. Seating is in every third pew (2 empty pews between). Ushers will direct worshipers to their pew, 
beginning at the front and working their way towards the rear of sanctuary. You may or may not 

end up in your ‘usual’ pew     . 
6. Non-family members are asked to keep at least 6 feet of distance from others in the same pew. 
7. Until group singing is considered safe, worship will not include congregational singing. 
8. The narthex restrooms are open and may be utilized by one person at a time. The sign on the door 

will indicate if the restroom is available or in use.  
9. At the close of worship, worshipers will be guided out of the sanctuary beginning in the back and 

working forward.  
10. Upon dismissal, worshipers are asked to immediately exit the building. Socializing (wearing 

masks, of course!) is encouraged to take place in the parking lot!  
 
 
Prelude   I Look To God in Every Need  
  by Franklin Ritter 
 
Call to Worship (liturgist only) Mary Ecker 

Liturgist: Each year during the seasons of Advent and Christmas we focus our attention on the miracle 
of God coming into our world and taking on human flesh. The name of God associated with this 
miraculous event is Emmanuel, which means "God with us." Celebrating the truth that God is with 
us is not limited to Advent and Christmas; it's a reality worth celebrating all year-long! 
Today, let us celebrate the fact that God goes before us, preparing our way; and he comes up 
from behind, protecting our backs, so to speak. This is our God, whom we praise today!  

 
Hymn “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” UMH #315 

1. Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness; 
God hath brought forth Israel into joy from sadness; 
loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters, 
led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 



2. 'Tis the spring of souls today; Christ hath burst his prison, 
and from three days' sleep in death as a sun hath risen; 
all the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 
from his light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 

3. Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor, 
with the royal feast of feasts, comes its joy to render; 
comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection 
welcomes in unwearied strains Jesus' resurrection. 

4. Neither might the gates of death, nor the tomb's dark portal, 
nor the watchers, nor the seal hold thee as a mortal; 
but today amidst the twelve thou didst stand, bestowing 
that thy peace which evermore passeth human knowing. 

5. "Alleluia!" now we cry to our King immortal, 
who, triumphant, burst the bars of the tomb's dark portal; 
"Alleluia!" with the Son, God the Father praising, 
"Alleluia!" yet again to the Spirit raising. 

 
 
Gathering Prayer Mary Ecker 

Emmanuel, God with us before and behind, guide and protect us as we continue our journey into 
the wilderness of twenty-first century life. Light our pathways with the truth of your Word. Remove 
any stumbling blocks which might cause us to fall. When we do fall, pick us up and set us back on 
our feet. By the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, give us strength, courage, and wisdom 
to trust you throughout the journey. Do all of this in Jesus' name for the sake of your glory. Amen. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Special Music  People Need the Lord  Steve and Cathy Grattan 
 by Gregg Nelson and Phil McHugh 
 
Scripture Reading  Exodus 14:19-31 Mary Ecker 
 

19 God’s messenger, who had been in front of Israel’s camp, moved and went behind them. The column 
of cloud moved from the front and took its place behind them. 20 It stood between Egypt’s camp and 
Israel’s camp. The cloud remained there, and when darkness fell it lit up the night. They didn’t come 
near each other all night. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD pushed the sea back by a strong east wind 
all night, turning the sea into dry land. The waters were split into two. 22 The Israelites walked into the 
sea on dry ground. The waters formed a wall for them on their right hand and on their left. 23 The 
Egyptians chased them and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and 
cavalry. 24 As morning approached, the LORD looked down on the Egyptian camp from the column of 



lightning and cloud and threw the Egyptian camp into a panic. 25 The LORD jammed their chariot wheels 
so that they wouldn’t turn easily. The Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites, because 
the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt!” 

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the water comes back and 
covers the Egyptians, their chariots, and their cavalry.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. 
At daybreak, the sea returned to its normal depth. The Egyptians were driving toward it, and 
the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
cavalry, Pharaoh’s entire army that had followed them into the sea. Not one of them remained. 29 The 
Israelites, however, walked on dry ground through the sea. The waters formed a wall for them on their 
right hand and on their left. 

30 The LORD rescued Israel from the Egyptians that day. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. 31 Israel saw the amazing power of the LORD against the Egyptians. The people were in awe of 
the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

 
Message  “Ready or Not, Into the Sea We Go!” 
 
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Give & Offertory We Are One, Lord  Steve and Cathy Grattan 
    by Stan Pethel 
 
Closing Hymn "When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise" FWS #2216 
 
1  When we are called to sing your praise with hearts so filled with pain 
that we would rather sit and weep or stand up to complain, 
remind us, God, you understand the burdens that we bear; 
you, too, have walked the shadowed way and known our deep despair. 

2 When we are called to sing your praise and cannot find our voice,  
because our losses leave us now no reason to rejoice, 
remind us, God, that you accept our sad laments in prayer. 
you, too, have walked the shadowed way and known our deep despair. 

3  When we are called to sing your praise and life ahead looks grim, 
still give us faith and hope enough to break forth in a hymn, 
a thankful hymn, great God of Love, that you are everywhere; 
you walk the shadowed way with us and keep us in your care. 

 
*Postlude  Sing Aloud To God, Our Strength 
 by Robert J. Hughes 
 


