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The World’s Not Crashing! 

 

I’m not breaking new ground with this observation, but as I reflect on the turmoil and upheaval we’ve all 
been experiencing this year, it occurs to me that we’re not going through anything that generations before us 
haven’t also endured. The word ‘unprecedented’ has been used a lot to describe the various events of our 
day. But I’m also aware of the saying, “There’s nothing new under the sun.” It’s probably true that many of 
the things we’ve been experiencing are new to us. But much, if not everything, we’ve been experiencing has 
been experienced in one form or another by past generations. 

 

Pandemics? Check. Political upheaval, theatrics, and handwringing? Check. Church and denominational 
splits? Check. Natural disasters? Check. Economic depressions and recessions? Check. War? Check. 
Policies that favor one strata of society over another? Check. Oppression at the hands of those with power? 
Check. It seems to me that every generation that comes along somehow thinks they’ve got it worse than 
previous generations. And maybe in some situations it could be that time has a way of making matters 
worse. But in the big picture of life, not much has changed over the course of thousands of years. Our basic 
human condition and life experience have pretty much stayed the same over time. The details have changed, 
but the bottom-line life experience remains the same. To be honest, this actually brings me no small amount 
of comfort! Let me explain. 

 

My anxieties rise when I find myself heading down the doomsday path. We’re utterly surrounded by loud 
voices bellowing that if we don’t go a certain way or follow a particular leader or adopt a specified policy, 
the world will surely come crashing down! Politically, both sides of the proverbial Aisle have mastered the 
art of instilling fear in their constituents. If the other side wins, you’ll lose your beloved freedoms. Both 
sides. They’ll take away your guns. They’ll take away your right to choose. When we venture down that 
doomsday path, our anxieties shoot through the ceiling. 

 

But you know what? Can we honestly say that things in our world and our nation have never been worse 
than they are today? Certainly, overt bigotry, hatred, injustice, violence, hunger, etc. are still a huge 
problem in our modern day. But can we honestly say that it’s never been worse than it is today? We still 
have a long way to go and there’s a lot of work for justice still to be accomplished. But from my 
perspective, it’s been worse before, and the world didn’t come crashing down! So why do we think that it’ll 
come crashing down now? 

 

The theology isn’t particularly deep, but there’s a lot of truth to the camp song lyric, “He’s got the whole 
world in his hands.” The psalmist affirms this truth in Psalm 50:12, where God says, “For the world is mine, 
and everything it contains.” The biblical witness is that God is in control, and that nothing happens without 
his knowledge and allowance. So, at times like this, when it feels like it couldn’t possibly get worse, as a 
people of faith, I encourage all of us to do two things: work hard for justice and righteousness in this world, 
and keep our ultimate allegiance and focus on God, the One who’s already written the end of the Story. And 
from what I’ve read, it ends well! 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and Marilyn 
  Vander Esch 
Collette Gravel, sister-in-law of Pierrette and 
 Jim Thelander 
Suzanne Gray, friend of O’Dells 
Joe Higgins, nephew of Bob & Carol Kandell 
Nancy & Alan Ische, friends of Joan Fleet 
Drew Jacobs  
Helen Jewell 
Amy Kandell, daughter-in-law of Bob &  
 Carol Kandell 
Cyndy Keesler, daughter of Alice Giese 
Connie LaFrance  
Val Maher & family, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Maryanne McNutt 
Ryker Meyette, nephew of Mary Daniels 
Chris Miciek, son of Tom Yuhasz 
Elliot Miciek, grandson of Tom Yuhasz 

Chip Milletics, friend of Bob and  
 Roxanne O’Dell  
Tom Palmer, brother of Mary Daniels 
Susan and Olivia Parish, niece and great-niece  
 of Helen Jewell 
Eric Payton and family 
Sue Pettengill 
Ann Poirier, sister of Larry Osborn 
Tracy Porte, niece of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell  
Larry Sanders, uncle of Carolyn Kaidan 
Joanne Schaefer 
Kim Schultz, niece  of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Mark Scott, son of Mel and Ruth Ann Scott  
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Erika and John Staiger 
Julie & Sharon Staiger   
Donna Taylor 
PosieTuckey, great-great niece of Mary Daniels 
Noreen Wager 
 

Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
Paul & Kathy Williams 
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 
Teachers and students at  
     College Brakeman in Haiti 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Jenna and Kyle   
Diane, friend of Mary Daniels 
Melissa 
Henry and family 
James 
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
Greg and Terri 
Christina and Jazz 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Betty 
Our homeless community 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Major Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager,  
 grandson of Noreen Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (the Vinande’s son-in-law) 
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA  (son of Marcia Holdburg) 
Pvt Nathan Jett, stationed at Little Rock Air Force Base in Arkansas (grandson of AJ Bottrell) 
Airman Jared Ward, stationed at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska (son of Jerry & Jennifer Ward) 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. Togba UMC, 
Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe District — Rev. Lawrence 
Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

The family of Susan Gerrow, who passed away on October 24 
Barb Postill upon the passing of Paul Postill on November 4 
Judy Carr and family upon the passing of her mother, Sophie Wesley, on November 6 
Elsie Van Camp upon the passing of her sister, Elinor Shimmel, on November 7 
The family of Warren Hicks, who passed away November 12 
Jackie and Bob Prause on the passing of Jackie’s brother, Gary Pellegrom on October 3 

Christian sympathy extended to 



 

 

First United Methodist Church             Page  3                            December 2020 

From the Lay Leader 

By now you have received the news that in-person worship has been suspended for the 
Advent and Christmas season.  This is more than disappointing.  Like many of you, Advent 
and Christmas are my favorite seasons.  It feels like we are living in the story How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas.  In the story the Grinch took everything associated with Christmas: the 
presents, the trees, the stockings, the town decorations; he even took the roast beast.  But at 
the end of the story the Whos gathered and sang for joy.  Christmas came despite the Grinch’s 
best efforts to stop it.  Christmas didn’t come the way the Whos wanted or expected, but it 
came and they rejoiced.   

This year Advent and Christmas isn’t coming the way we want or expect. Yet we can 
rejoice.  Christmas is coming even if we can’t worship in person together.  This year I invite 
you to find joy in Advent and Christmas.  In this newsletter, you will find a list of daily 
Advent activities.  I encourage you to do as many as you can, knowing that others in our 
church family will be doing the same activity.  Consider joining in the Bible study of Adam 
Hamilton’s book Incarnation.  This Bible study will be held via Zoom.  If you can’t join the 
virtual Bible study, consider reading the book on your own, or call up a friend and discuss the 
book with each other.  

Join in worship on Sunday mornings via Facebook or the radio broadcast on 1380 
WPHM.  The Blue Christmas Service will be streamed via Facebook.  Christmas Eve services 
will happen: The Family friendly service at 5:00 via Facebook, and the traditional service at 
8:00 via Facebook and radio broadcast.    

This Advent and Christmas season sing the carols, dance to them if you want, worship, rejoice 
in Advent and Christmas. 

For unto us a child is born 

To us a son is given 

And the government shall be upon his shoulders 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

(Isaiah 9:6) 

Parent/Guardians – If you would like your child to be a part of the Port 
Huron United Methodist Church Sunday School Google Classroom 
please email Tara at tarmstrong23@liberty.edu or contact the church 
office.  In the Google Classroom, there are videos of the lessons for 
the week, songs and other activities for the children. 
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Once again the Nominating Committee of 2020 have done an outstanding job in nominating a 
2021 slate of officers.  Under the leadership of Alice Giese, Mary Colgan, Jean Norager, and 
Sue Brisbois, they prepared for our November 10th “World Thank Offering” and Installation of 
2021 Officers meeting.  As you know we opened up this meeting to all FUMC women and of 
course, due to the pandemic, this meeting had to be cancelled! 
 
Now here is the best part, and as I write this memo, I’m convinced “God” played a huge part 
when Barb Postill, Kathy Kelly, Ann Beedon had a plan for the Installation of 2021 Officers. 
Ballots are being mailed out to women this week including a return stamped envelope to 
FUMC, so ladies, please vote!   
 
I will thank you once again for your tremendous support and donations to make 2021 a reality.  
We are an amazing group of ladies with strong relationships with FUMC and our Heavenly 
Father.  
 
Thanks be to God and peace be with you! 
Joan Fleet, UMW President 
 
Proverbs 16:9  “A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps”. 

Prayer List in Tower Chimes   
 

The time has come to update the prayer list 
that is found in the Tower Chimes.  All 
names currently listed will 
be removed in December. 
If you would like your 
name or the name of a 
loved one to remain on the 
list please contact the of-
fice by December 7. 

If you would like to be included on the 
weekly church email News to Share, 
please email the church office at 
phfumc@gmail.com or call   
 810/985-8107. 

The Church office will be closed 
 
November 26-27, 2020  
December 24-25, 2020 
December 31, 2020 close at noon 
January 1, 2021 
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Join Your Church Family in Celebrating Advent 
As you do an activity, feel free to share what you did on the 

Church Facebook page, in an email to a friend or family 
member, or call a friend and share. 

 
Sunday November 29: Read Isaiah 9:2 Light a candle to represent Hope. 
 
Monday November 30: If you have a nativity, set it up. Take a picture and 
share on Facebook. Does this nativity have a special meaning? 
 
Tuesday December 1: Read Matthew 1:18-25. 
 
Wednesday December 2: Hang a Christmas ornament some place other 
than the Christmas tree. Where will you hang it? 
 
Thursday December 3: Read a Christmas book. If you have children or 
grandchildren use technology or the phone to read a book to them. 
 
Friday December 4: Listen to Christmas music and sing along. What is 
your favorite carol? 
 
Saturday December 5: Cuddle up in a blanket and drink a cup of cocoa. As an extra, 
call a friend and drink the cocoa while you talk. 
 
Sunday December 6: Read Micah 5:2 Light two candles representing Hope and Faith. 
 
Monday December 7: Pick five families from the church directory and send them a 
Christmas card or note. 
 
Tuesday December 8: Make snowman pancakes for dinner/or have 
breakfast for dinner. 
 
Wednesday December 9: Make an extra donation to your favorite charity. 
 
Thursday December 10: Eat a candy cane and remember why it shaped 
like a J 
 
Friday December 11: Make popcorn and watch a Christmas 
movie. What is your favorite? 
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Saturday December 12: Bake and eat Christmas cookies. (or buy Christmas 
cookies and eat them)   

Sunday December 13: Read Luke 1:46-55 Light three candles, Hope, Faith, and 
Joy.  

Monday December 14: Call a church member you haven’t talked to lately. 

Tuesday December 15: Make paper snowflakes and hang them in the window. 

Wednesday December 16: Dress up for dinner and use your “good” dishes 

Thursday December 17: Write down a Christmas memory and share with a friend 
or family member.  Families can choose to assemble memories in a homemade 
book.  

Friday December 18: Write a thank you note to someone who has provided a 
service for you.  

Saturday December 19: Take a picture of your favorite Christmas decorations and 
share the picture. 

Sunday December 20: Read Isaiah 9: 6-7 Light four candles, Hope, Faith, Joy, 
Peace 

Monday December 21: If possible, drive around and view Christmas lights.  

Tuesday December 22: Include as many green and red foods as possible at dinner. 
Challenge: can you get five different ones? 

Wednesday December 23; Read Luke 2:1-20 out loud 

Thursday December 24- Join us on Facebook for Christmas Eve 
Services at 5:00 and 8:00.  The 8:00 service will be broadcast on 
WPHM 1380.   
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The Sunday worship service is now  
livestreamed on Facebook each week.   You 
can also watch on phfumc.org. 

The deadline for the January 2021  
Tower Chimes is:  Thursday, 
December  10.  Please submit articles 
to the church office to be included in 
the next  issue.  Everyone is 
interested in your news and needs your 
committee information. 

  
Sunday December 13 at 1:00  Christmas Caroling in the neighborhood.  (weather permitting) 
 
Sunday December 20 at 2:00  Blue Christmas Service - a service of acknowledgement and comfort open to all 
who find the Christmas season difficult. 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of products, 

low prices, and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is that when customers shop 

at smile.amazon.com, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible items to 

the charitable organization as selected by the customer. 

First United Methodist Church is a registered participant in AmazonSmile.  When making purchases from 

Amazon, please consider participating in smile.amazon.com and supporting First United Methodist Church. 

The following website address will link  directly to smile.amazon.com in support of First UMC.  https://

smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1474920 

24 Chapters, 24 Days 
 
Prepare your heart for Christmas 
by reading the whole Gospel of 
Luke this Advent. 
 
Read one chapter every day, 
beginning on December 1, 
through Christmas Eve. 
 
So by Christmas, you will have 
read the whole Gospel of Luke 
and know the reason for the 
season! 
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Dear Rev. Hart, Bruce, and Good Friends at Port Huron 1st UMC: Thank you so 
much for your hospitality. It was wonderful to finish our ride with your congre-
gation. We raised $18,500 for the memorial in William's name. We could only 
accomplish this thanks to good people like you.  

Thank you. Rev. Faith Fowler.  

New for 2021 
  

Offering envelopes will be mailed to your home quarterly.  
Watch for them in the mail sometime in December. 

 
If you don’t currently receive offering envelopes but would like 
to be included in this mailing, please contact the church office at 

(810) 985-8107 or Debbie at dtimm.phfumc@gmail.com. 
 

If you currently give online and do not wish to receive this  
quarterly mailing, please contact the church.     



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  Any 
size gift may be made as an endowment.  
You may give it now, or as a Memorial for a 
loved one or as part of your Estate Plan. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF PAUL POSTILL 
 
Bernie & Jeannine Schneider 
Edna Foss 
Dave & Chris Moore 
Tom & Jean Norager 
Mary Daniels 
Don & Noreen Kleinstiver 
UMM for Endowment 
Tom & Chris Reno 
Ken & Shirley Mapley 
Richard & Char Sponseller 
Helen Jewell 
Barb Bates 
Barb Fochtman 
Joan Fleet 
Bob & Judi Kuschel 
Jerry Hisscock 
Brenda Wheatley 
Jeannine Grenfell 
Bob & Karen Kreger 
Jack & Betty Rowley 
Bob & Jackie Prause 
Mike & Debbie Timm 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF SUSAN GERROW 
 
Thelma Archer 
Eileen Haight 
Fort Gratiot School lunch group: 
Chris Newingham 
Marcia Phillips 
Nancy Ryan 
Penny Stein 
Judy Toles 
Nancy Appel 
Karen Fuller 
Linda Locke 
George & Isabelle Dewey 
Bernie & Jeannine Schneider 
Joan Fleet 
Brenda Wheatley 
Helen Jewell 
Elsie Van Camp 
Sheldon & Barbara Gross 
Tom & Jean Norager  
Chuck and Janet Clark  
Jeannine Grenfell 
Jewell Green 
James & Freida Brown 
Barbara & Elwood Brown 
Randy & Chris Vinande 
Don & Noreen Kleinstiver 
Frances, Grant & John Bailey 
Edward & Myra Brennan 
 

Thank you to those who have 
supported the Radio and Flower 
ministry:  
 
Flowers 
November 1—In memory of Richard 
& Joyce Orr by Steve, LuAnn, Courtney & Zach 
 
November 15—In loving memory of Seth Hoover 
& Marcia Peter by Ellen Hoover 
 
November 22—In loving memory of Rev. Fred 
Timm from his family 
 
Radio 
November 1—In memory of Gary Pellegrom by 
Bob and Jackie Prause 
 

A great big thank you to everyone who 
donated candy and money for Trunk & 
Treat!  We had 9 vehicles participate and 
also served hot dogs. 
A great time was had by all. 
 
Evangelism Committee 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF RUTH CURTIS 
 
Ann Schlitts 
Jerry Hisscock 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF WARREN HICKS 
 
UMM for Endowment 
Mike & Debbie Timm 
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Do you wish you could give to your church the 
same way you do other things in your life?  Do 
you wonder if you could ever use your smart-
phone to make your recurring contributions?  
Well, now you can!  Port Huron: First United 
Methodist Church is excited to offer a simple 
way for you to support the church that is con-
venient for you ~ GivePlus Mobile App.  Visit 
the App Store or Google Play and search for 
“GivePlus Church” to download the app.  Sim-
ply type in the church’s name or click “Find 
Churches Near Me”  
using zip code 48060 to select First United  
Methodist Church. 
 

We hope you enjoy this new way to  
contribute to your ministry! 

Everything we have is a gift from God.  We are 
called to be wise stewards of those gifts.  One 
simple way to carry out our call is to support the 
church’s mission through sacrificial giving.  Our 
new eGiving options make it easy.  eGiving 
allows you to set up automatic recurring 
contributions and view your complete online 
giving history all at your own convenience. 
 
Simply follow these easy steps: 
 
1. Visit the church website at www.phfumc.org 
2. Click the Online Giving button 
3. Click the Create Profile button 
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create 

an online profile and to schedule your 
recurring contributions.  Please contact the 
church office with questions.  

 
Many thanks for your generosity to our church,  

community and various ministries! 

Many thanks to all who continue to support the mission and ministry 
of your church through gifts and offerings during this most unprecedented time.  
 
While we deal with this unusual situation of "social distancing" that keeps us from our physical 
church building, technology allows us two easy ways to continue with financial support to your 
church.  Below are the giving options in addition to mailing your contribution.  
 
If you choose to mail your contribution, the church address is: 
 
828  Lapeer Avenue 
Port Huron, MI   48060 



 

 

Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet 
WPHM offers a listen live option via the Internet.  You can listen to our 9:30 service via your computer no 
matter where you are.  To use this service go to www.wphm.net.  At the top of the page will be a box with a 
large red arrow and the words Listen Live.  Click on the red arrow.  You will be able to hear the radio 
broadcast.  This option allows our snowbirds and travelers to stay connected to FUMC  Please consider 
taking advantage of this wonderful option.   
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 1—Bruce Hurd 
 1—Steve Jones 
 3—Thomas Masters 
 3—Mario Solis 
 5—Bob Kandell 
 7—Sandy Kress  
 7—Robert Kuschel 
 8—Edna McCoy 
 8—Emily McBryar 
12—Kelsey Hernandez 
12—Joshua Gangwer 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

14—Cathy Smart                                                                      
14—Kathy Kelly 
16—Gerald Hisscock 
16—Dr. Neal Obermyer 
16—Alan Zieg 
17—Jaron Anderson 
17—Lee Masters 
17—Connie LaFrance 
18—Cheryl Crawford 
18—Rylee Sloan 
19—Karen Kreger 
 

20—Jeannine Grenfell 
21—Tayla Hill 
21—Mary Reynolds 
22—David Reynolds 
22—James Fraser 
22—Debbie Lobb 
22—Hannah Fetterly 
24—Michael Hurd 
25—Nancy Gorinac 
25—Mary Daniels 
26—Paul Williams 
  

27—Tim Beatty 
27—Matt Gangwer 
29—Tim Redmond 
29—Dick Hillaker 
30—Nancy Kulman 
30—Carol Miller 
31—Lisa DeLano 
31—Barb Bates 
31—Crosley Floyd 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

28—Dan and Kate Favre 
 


