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“Who's God For?” 
 
Spoiler Alert: in this article I will be expressing a position in regard to a current political issue. If you 
believe clergy should not address matters in the political arena, then please feel free to not read this. I will 
not be offended. 
 
On Monday of this week, the following headline of an article in the Washington Post showed up in my 
email: Prominent evangelicals are directing Trump’s sinking ship. That feeds doubts about religion. 
My attention was caught. So, I found and read the original source (religionnews.com; https://is.gd/
x09Hj4),on which the WP article was written (washingtonpost.com; https://is.gd/FWjRpn), which references 
an interview between Eric Metaxas, Christian radio host, and his guest, Pennsylvania State Senator Douglas 
Mastriano on November 30. Both men are strong supporters of President Trump's attempt to overturn the 
presidential election. Especially extraordinary to me is this comment made by Metaxas, a professed 
Christian, to President Trump, who was on the phone during the interview. (All italic emphases are mine.) 
 

“I’d be happy to die in this fight. This is a fight for everything. God is with us. Jesus is with us in 
this fight for liberty. There was a prayer call last night, you cannot believe the prayers that are 
going up. This is God’s battle even more than our battle.” 

 
According to the WP article, Metaxas has publicly expressed the belief that at least two members [sic] of the 
Trinity favor a coup against the constitutional order of the United States. Additionally, he's urged Christians 
to pray to God for the effective death of American democracy. 
 
Wow! I'm not even sure where to begin in response. Maybe I'll start with this: God the Father and Jesus 
Christ the Son are not leading a Republican battle against Democrats, and not against Joe Biden in 
particular. Neither are the Father and Son urging a political coup against the constitutional order of our 
nation. Let's be clear about this; there's a battle taking place, but it's a human battle, not God's battle. 
 
That's not to suggest that spiritual battle isn't real. In fact, I believe it's very real. And I would agree that part 
the battle into which Jesus calls us is in fact a "fight for liberty." But the liberty which Jesus lived and died in 
order to establish is altogether different than the liberty Metaxas speaks of. I'll let Jesus speak for himself. 
One day, while teaching in the synagogue, he read aloud this Scripture verse from the prophet Isaiah: The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to preach good news to the 
poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. Then he turned to the people and exclaimed, "Today, this scripture has 
been fulfilled just as you heard it!" (Luke 4:18-21). Jesus proclaimed that he himself was the one about 
whom Isaiah wrote. Jesus was anointed (by the Holy Spirit) to preach good news to the POOR, release 
anyone in SPIRITUAL BONDAGE, open 'eyes' to SEE GOD'S TRUTH, and to LIBERATE ANYONE 
OPPRESSED – oppressed by any 'system' which would keep them in bondage. 
 
At another time, Jesus was very clear about who and what he's fighting for—and calls us to fight for: people 
who are hungry and starving, thirsty, destitute, alienated, side-lined, sick, and imprisoned (see Matthew 
25:31-46). 
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The book of Revelation speaks of a battle in which God is involved, and I can tell you for sure it makes zero 
reference to American politics! We do see in there that God does take sides, but it's not with a  
political party; it's with the martyrs who remained faithful to Jesus Christ while being persecuted—most 
likely, by the government! 
 
Who is God for? On whose side has God said he will be? Those who are humble (Luke 1:51; 1 Peter 5:5/
James 4:6; Prov. 3:34). Those who are discouraged (Joshua 1:9). Those oppressed by Satan (John 10:10). 
Those who are weary and tired (Isaiah 40:31). Those who live in fear (Deuteronomy 3:22). 
 
I'm certain that God is not fighting Trump's political battle and he's not fighting Biden's political battle. 
However, I do believe he will gladly get on the side of any and all who work for true justice, unconditional 
love, and true freedom. 

If you would like to be included on the 
weekly church email News to Share, 
please email the church office at 
phfumc@gmail.com or call   
 810/985-8107. 

The Church office will be closed 
 
December 24-25, 2020 
December 31, 2020 close at noon 
January 1, 2021 

The Sunday worship service is now   
streamed on Facebook each week.   You 
can also watch on phfumc.org. 

The deadline for the February 2021  Tower 
Chimes is:  Thursday, January 14.  
Please submit articles to the church 
office to be included in the next  
issue.  Everyone is interested in 
your news and needs your 
committee information. 

Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet 
WPHM offers a listen live option via the Internet.  You can listen to our 9:30 service via your computer no 
matter where you are.  To use this service go to www.wphm.net.  At the top of the page will be a box with a 
large red arrow and the words Listen Live.  Click on the red arrow.  You will be able to hear the radio 
broadcast.  This option allows our snowbirds and travelers to stay connected to FUMC  Please consider 
taking advantage of this wonderful option.   

January 17, 2021—Human Relations Day 
 
Please continue nurturing at-risk youth, strengthening 
communities’ self-improvement efforts and 
advocating for the oppressed. 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Freida Brown 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and Marilyn 
  Vander Esch 
Ron Doran, brother of Janet Doran 
Collette Gravel, sister-in-law of Pierrette and 
 Jim Thelander 
Suzanne Gray, friend of O’Dells 
Joe Higgins, nephew of Bob & Carol Kandell 
Helen Jewell 
Cyndy Keesler, daughter of Alice Giese 
Connie LaFrance  
Maryanne McNutt 
  

Abby Mendez,  great-niece of Helen Jewell 
Sue Pettengill 
Ann Poirier, sister of Larry Osborn 
Larry Sanders, uncle of Carolyn Kaidan 
Joanne Schaefer 
Mark Scott, son of Mel and Ruth Ann Scott  
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Erika Staiger and Andrew 
John Staiger 
Julie & Sharon Staiger   
Donna Taylor 
PosieTuckey, great-great niece of Mary Daniels 
Noreen Wager 
 

Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
Paul & Kathy Williams 
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Jenna and Kyle   
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
  
  
  
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Major Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager,  
 grandson of Noreen Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (the Vinande’s son-in-law) 
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA  (son of Marcia Holdburg) 
Airman Jared Ward, stationed at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska (son of Jerry & Jennifer Ward) 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. Togba UMC, 
Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe District — Rev. Lawrence 
Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Clint Sharrard on the passing of his brother, Clayton Sharrard, on December 5 
 
Nancy and Al Gorinac on the passing of Nancy’s sister, Carol Van Wormer, on December 8 
 
Bob and Ann Beedon on the passing of Bob’s brother, Gerald Beedon, on December 8 
 
Judi and Bob Kuschel on the passing of their friend, Marie Bailey, on December 12 

Christian sympathy extended to 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!  
 

Can you believe that 2020 is almost over!  Can we get an AMEN!!!!  
 

This past year has brought many changes, but God does not waste anything and He wants us to move bravely and 
confidently forward and show this world that He is still here and cares.  We are His hands and feet.  
 

United Methodist Women were not able to raise any money this year, but charities did not stop having needs just 
because people could not get together.  Actually they had a much greater need with people losing their jobs and/
or not being able to work because of Covid-19.  
 

Thanks to the wonderful generosity of all of you and our congregation, your donations and contributions allowed 
UMW to meet our budget, which included donations to the following organizations: 
 United Methodist Community House 
 Redford Children’s Home 
 Advance GCFA – Organization funding Shiree Fetterly 
 Trunk or Treat 
 Salvation Army Giving Tree 
 

 It also allowed us to fulfill our pledge to the UMW district and conference. United Methodist Women have over 
500 missions in the US that they support and our pledge goes towards that. 
 

We also were able to donate $500 to the following organizations at year’s end: 
 Cass Community 
 Mid City Nutrition 
 Shiree Fetterly – direct gift of $ 
 Salvation Army 
 Redford Children’s Home 
 

The Mission Team cannot thank you enough for your generosity and because of you, we will enter into 2021 with 
enough money to move forward with confidence.  
 

We will keep you posted through the Tower Chimes when we can return to having meetings and getting together. 
 

We cannot wait until we can meet again in person and share stories, learn about mission work and break bread 
together (or cake or cookies). 
 

Also thanks for the great response in returning your ballot for the 2021 Mission Team (again a new way of doing 
something), you have elected the slate of ladies who will serve in 2021.  Your Mission Team is listed below. 
 

2021 Mission Team 
 

 President:  Joan Fleet  
 Vice Presidents: Sandy Kress, Barb Postill, Kathy Slumpff and Marilyn Vander Esch 
 Secretary: Sharon Betts 
 Treasurer: Kathy Kelly  
 Mission Coordinators:  

 Education & Interpretation: Judi Kuschel 
 Spiritual Growth: Marilyn Vander Esch 
 Social Action: Kathy Slumpff  
 Membership & Outreach: Ann Beedon, Judy Parent, Jeanne Martens 

 Nominating Committee:  
 Alice Giese – Chair, Sue Brisbois, Mary Colgan, Barb Hurd, Jean Norager, Judy Parent 
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2021 TOWER CHIMES SCHEDULE 
 

DATE ARTICLES DUE           DATE PUT TOGETHER   DATE MAILED 
 
January 14 January 20 January 21 
 

February 11 February 17 February 18 
 

March 11 March 17 March 18 
 

April 15 April 21 April 22 
 

May 13 May 19 May 20 
  
June 10 June 16 June 17 
  
July 8 July 21 July 20 
  
August 12 August 18 August 19 
 

September 9 September 15 September 16 
 

October 14 October 20 October 21 
 

November 11 November 17 November 18 
 

December 9 December 15 December 16 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 "One in Christ"   

Community Worship Service 

Sunday, January 17th at 3:00pm  

Faceb00k Live @ BlueWaterOT 

To my Church Family, 
 

I wanted to let you know I pray for all of you every 
night.  You all have been like family over the almost 
60 years we belonged to the church. 
 

Whenever myself and my now deceased family 
walked through the church doors, it was like coming 
“HOME”. 
 

We enjoyed serving in many capacities with many 
wonderful loving people. 
 

One of my greatest joys was making it possible for our 
tower bells to ring once again for all of us! 
 

I am very sad I can’t be there among you, but I have 
so many happy memories.  We all have shared many 
joys and sorrows together, that is what “FAMILY” 
does.  I will be forever grateful. 
 

We are bonded by the love and blood of our Lord. 
 

Blessings to all, 
Sue Pettengill 

We have started a 
fellowship to 
make sure our 
church family 
stays connected 
during this time.  
We have 
volunteers 
committed to making monthly contact with our 
church members who would like to stay 
connected.  We need more volunteers!  If you 
can write a letter, make a phone call or just be 
a listening ear, we could use you.  Please 
contact Jennifer Ward either by phone 982-
1843 or email jwardx4@aol.com. 
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Thank you to those who have supported the Radio 
and Flower ministry:  
 
Flowers 
December 6—In memory of my family by Helen 
Jewell 
 
December 13—In memory of J.D. and Matt Fleet 
from Joan and Dave Fleet 
 
December 20—In memory of Frank H. & Hazel 
Teetzel by family 
 
Radio 
 
November 29—In memory of Dick Betts by 
Sharon Betts 
 
December 13— In memory of J.D. and Matt 
Fleet from Joan and Dave Fleet 
 
December 6, 20, 27—Anonymous  donor 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF WARREN HICKS 
 
Sharon Betts 
Alice Giese 
Richard & Delores Harju 
Clint Sharrard 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF PAUL POSTILL 
 
Sharon Betts 
John & Mary Siemen 
Mary Ellen Lemmond 
Carl and Kathy Kelly 
Alice Giese 
Bruce & Barb Hurd for Endowment 
Cathy Kota 
Jack Hess for Endowment 
Kathy & Ted Ekelund 
Tom & Nancy Smith 
Gerald & ShirleyAnn Campbell 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF SUSAN GERROW 
 
Riverview Terrace II Condominium Association 
Thelma and David Archer  
Sanctuary Choir for Music program 
Bruce & Barb Hurd for Endowment 
Jack Hess for Endowment 
UMW 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF LINDA OSBORN 
 
Sanctuary Choir for Music program 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY FOR ALL MY CHERISHED 
CHURCH FAMILY FRIENDS WHO HAVE PASSED 
AWAY THIS YEAR 
 
Sue Pettengill 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF SOPHIE WESLEY 
 
Shirley Newton 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOHN MARTENS 
 
Lynda Redmond 

Thank You For the 29th year, First UMC 
provided 100 gifts for the Salvation Army Giving 
Tree. Although this was an unusual year, the 
congregation once again showed their generosity. 
A special thank you goes to one generous person 
who donated to the Men’s Club and provided the 
means to give gifts to the last twelve children. 
Thank you to all who took a name or provided a 
gift of money to enable these children to have 
Christmas gifts. The Salvation Army gratefully 
received your gifts and said, “We are so grateful 
for your participation. We depend on you, and 
your section of gifts is always the first filled. 
(They set aside an area for each organization’s 
gifts.) Thank you.” In a year in which a lot isn’t 
the same, what a blessing that this congregation 
could keep this tradition of giving.  
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The church office and building will be closed to the public until January 10.  The staff has 
implemented a modified work schedule; therefore, should you need to meet in person, please 
call and make arrangements ahead of time.  

As always the staff will be available by phone and email.  
 
Thank you for your understanding as we continue to be mindful of each other's well-being. 
 
church phone:  (810) 985-8107 
Pastor Drew:  pastordrew@phfumc.org 
Eileen:  phfumc@gmail.com 
Debbie:  dtimm.phfumc@gmail.com 
Tara:  Armstrong2010@live.com 
Steve:  lostchordclinic@ameritech.net 
Kathy:  kathycay@gmail.com  
   

Contribution statements were recently mailed.   Please 
review your statement for accuracy prior to the year end 
and let Debbie know if you have any questions. 
 
Contributions for 2020 must be postmarked or remitted 
by January 6, 2021 in order to be included on your 2020 
Giving Statement.   Please clearly mark your check or 
offering envelope stating that it is a 2020 contribution.   
 
All contributions received after January 6, 2021 will be 
included on your 2021 Giving Statement.  
 
Contribution statements for 2020 will be mailed the week 
of January 18, 2021. 
 
Thank you! 
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Festival Concert Series 
828 Lapeer Avenue 

Port Huron, MI  48060 
 

December  2020 

 

 

Dear Community of Music Lovers; 
 

The Festival Concert Series Committee wishes to thank you for your twenty-five years of 
support.  Who would have thought on the night of Pete Siers Trio back on February 8 earlier 
this year that we would have to cancel the rest of the season? 
 

Even though we miss you and the concerts, your safety during this Covid-19 virus is of our 
utmost concern.  At this time, with virus cases on the rise, we believe the right thing to do is 
to cancel the concerts we had rescheduled for March and April 2021. 
 

We want you to know that we are not abandoning our concert series; it will live for another 
day. 
 

If you would like to keep your tickets for the 2022 concert season you may, and we will 
honor them even though the date is different.  However, if you would like to receive a 
refund for your unused tickets please complete the form on the back and return it along 
with the tickets to the church office.  If you would like to donate the amount of your ticket 
purchase to the concert series and not receive a refund please indicate that on the form.  
Please mention this to your concert-going friends just in case this letter does not reach 
them. 
 

We would also like to know your opinion of the type of music, a particular artist or group or 
type of instruments that you would like to hear at future concerts. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Tom Masters, Chairperson 
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Name___________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip Code________________________________________ 
 

_______I am going to keep my tickets for the 2022 concert season. 
 

_______I am returning my tickets for a refund. (please check one of the below ticket types)  

  _______Season tickets 
  _______Single concert tickets   
 

_______I am donating the amount paid for my tickets to the Festival Concert Series. 
 

 

I am interested in hearing the following artists, groups, type of instruments or type of music. 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Festival Concert Series 
Port Huron First United Methodist Church 
828 Lapeer Avenue 
Port Huron, MI  48060 
 

(810) 985-8107 
 

www.festivalconcertseries.com 
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As 2020 draws to a close, your Missions Committee would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all of 
you.   

The missions committee entered 2020 with a lot of plans, including working with the local Habitat 
For Humanity, a Mission Trip to Henderson Settlement in Kentucky, reaching out to our 

neighborhood, and continuing to be an EngageMI congregation.  While the mission trip to 
Henderson settlement had to be cancelled, many of our plans were still able to be carried out. 

In March when the pandemic was just beginning, we learned that many of our neighbors were 
experiencing Food Insecurity as people lost their jobs and grocery prices rose. Enter the Red Food 
pantry by the garage. The missions committee decided to take on the responsibility of filling it three 
times a week.  Thanks to the congregation’s generosity in donating food and money, we have been 
able to provide food for our neighbors and to receive a matching grant of $500 from the Michigan 
Conference.  

In August, we provided 150 lunches to Habitat for Humanity’s “Rock the Block” event.  Several 
members of our congregation have worked on Habitat projects this year. 

In November the committee offered to rake leaves for people in our neighborhood. We were blessed 
with the help of several National Honor Society students from Northern High School. This ministry 
reached seven different households. Also in November one hundred lunches were made and 
distributed to our neighborhood and Port of Hopes and a very successful Thanksgiving food drive 
was held.   

For the 29th year we participated in the Salvation Army Giving Tree by taking 100 names.  All 100 
children will receive gifts thanks to your generosity either by taking a name(s) or by making a 
generous donation. 

EngageMI  is the mission engagement program for the Michigan Conference and consists of six 
steps. 

1. Pay 100% of ministry shares. -Thank you for your faithful support. 
2. Give to a district and conference mission. We supported the Blue Water Free Store and 

the Mission Intern program. 
3. Give to a National mission. Although we couldn’t visit, we supported Henderson 

Settlement.  We also donated to Justice for our Neighbors. 
4. Give to an International mission. We supported the Haiti Children’s Project and Water for 

Life. 
5. Give to a missionary- We gave to Paul Lee Webster who is an agricultural specialist.  
6. Give to UMCOR- We gave to disaster relief 

 
Although in-person worship was suspended, thanks to your generosity, the mission of the church 
never stopped.  Thank you for your donations of time, food, and money which has enabled First 
Church to continue its mission to our community both local and throughout the world.   
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  1—Charlene Anglebrandt 
  1—Marvin Warren 
  1—Brian Miller 
  2—Joseph Kaidan 
  3—Sharon Hayden 
  3—Christine Meister 
  4—Susan Repp 
  4—Michael Ryan 
  5—Rebecca Heithoff 
  6—Renee Hernandez 
  7—Clifton Friedland 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

  9—Delores Harju 
  9—John Ogden 
10—Chad Parent 
11—Ila Hoetger 
12—Susan Duda 
12—Jo Aplin 
13—Freida Brown 
13—Richard Chapman 
15—Jackie Prause 
15—Barb Postill 
17—Tom Hadden 
17—Debbie Jagow 

18—Laura Belanger 
18—Tom Reno 
20—JoAnn McKay 
21—Sharon Staiger 
21—Jerry Ward 
22—Wade Butler 
24—David Kleinstiver 
24—Rev. Tom Badley 
24—Dr. Rick Saunders 
25—Bob Prause 
26—Maureen Zieg 
26—Russell Hisscock 
 
 

27—Pam Ruehle 
27—Erik Carrier 
28—Madison Thomas 
30—Clint Sharrard 
  
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 
 6—Dave and Mary Reynolds 
30—Tom and Kathy Stein 


